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In the Name of Allah, the Most 
Beneficent, the Most Merciful 




46. The Book Of Al-Qadr 
(The Divine Decree) 
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Chapter 1. How The Human 
Being Is Created, In His 
Mother’s Womb, And His 
Provision, Lifespan And Deeds 
Are Written Down, And His 
Misery and Happiness 



— 0 
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[6723] 1 - (2643) It was 
narrated that ‘Abdullah said: 
“The Messenger of Allah jjj| - 
and he is the truthful, the one 
who is believed - told us: ‘The 
creation of any one of you is put 
together in his mother’s womb 
for forty days, then, he is during 
that (period) an ' Alaqah ^ for a 
similar period. Then he becomes 
a Mudghah [2] for a similar 
period. Then Allah sends to him 
an angel who breathes the soul 
into him, and is enjoined to write 
down four things: His provision, 
his lifespan, his deeds and his 
misery or happiness. By the One 
besides Whom none has the right 
to be worshiped! One of you may 
do the deeds of the people of 
Paradise until there is nothing 
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^ A piece that hangs, clings or is suspended. 
^ Like a chewed lump of flesh. 
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between him and it but a cubit, 
then the Decree overtakes him 
and he does the deeds of the 
people of the Fire and enters it. 
And one of you may do the 
deeds of the people of the Fire 
until there is nothing between 
him and it but a cubit, then the 
Decree overtakes him and he 
does the deeds of the people of 
Paradise, and enters it.” 



[6724] (...) It was narrated from 
Al-A‘mash with this chain of 
narrators (a Hadith. similar to no. 
6723). In the Hadith of Waki‘ it 
says: “The creation of any one of 
you is put together in his 
mother’s womb for forty nights.” 
In the Hadith, of Mu‘adh from 
Shu‘bah it says: “Forty nights or 
forty days.” In the Hadith, of Jarir 
and ‘Eisa it says: “Forty days.” 



[6725] 2 - (2644) It was narrated 
from Hudhaifah bin Asid that the 
Prophet 3 §§ said: “The angel 
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enters upon the Nutfah (sperm 
drop) after it has settled in the 
womb for forty or forty-five 
nights, and he says: ‘O Lord, 
miserable or happy?’ And they 
are written down. Then he says: 
‘O Lord, male or female?’ And 
they are written down. And he 
writes down his deeds, what he 
will leave behind, lifespan and 
provisions, then the scroll is 
rolled up, and nothing is added 
or taken away therefrom.’” 



[6726] 3 - (2645) ‘Amir bin 
Wathilah narrated that he 
heard ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ud say 
(explaining the Haditfi no. 6725) : 
“The miserable one is the one who 
is miserable in his mother’s womb, 
and the happy one is the one who 
learns lessons from (the end of) 
others.” 

He (‘Amir bin Wathilah) went to a 
man among the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah j§| who was 
called Hudhaifah bin Asid Al- 
Ghifari, and told him what Ibn 
Mas‘ud had said and asked: “How 
can a man (Hudhaifah) be in a 
state of misery without having 
done anything?” The man said to 
him: “Are you surprised by that? I 
heard the Messenger of Allah sjgj; 
say: ‘When forty-two nights have 
passed for the Nutfah (sperm 
drop), Allah sends an angel to it, 
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and he gives it its shape and 
creates its hearing, sight, skin, 
flesh and bones. Then he says: ‘O 
Lord, male or female?’ Your Lord 
decrees whatever He wills, and the 
angel writes it down. Then he says: 
‘O Lord, his lifespan?’ Your Lord 
says whatever He wills, and the 
angel writes it down. Then he says: 
'O Lord, his provision?’ Your 
Lord decrees whatever He wills, 
and the angel writes it down. Then 
the angel departs with the page in 
his hand, and he does not add or 
take away anything, therefrom” 

[6727] (...) Abu At-Tufail 
narrated that 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud 
said..., and he quoted a Hadith like 
that of ‘Amr bin Al-Harith (no. 
6726). 



[6728] 4 - (...) Abu At-Tufail 
said: I entered upon Abu Sarihah 
Hudhaifah bin Asid Al-Ghifari, and 
he said: I heard the Messenger of 
Allah with these two ears of 
mine, saying: "The Nutfah (sperm 
drop) stays in the womb for forty 
nights, then the angel comes 
down to it.” - Zuhair (one of the 
narrators) said: “I think he said: 
The one who shapes it.’” - "He 
says: ‘O Lord, male or female?’ 
And Allah makes it male or 
female. Then he says: ‘O Lord, 
physically sound or unsound?’ 
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And Allah makes him physically 
sound or unsound. Then he says: 
‘O Lord, what is his provision?’ 
What is his lifespan? ‘Then Allah 
makes him doomed or blessed.’” 
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[6729] (...) It was narrated from 
Hudhaifah bin Asid Al-Ghifari, 
the Companion of the Prophet 
3 §§, who attributed the Hadith_ to 
the Messenger of Allah jg|: “An 
angel is appointed over the 
womb, and when Allah wants to 
create anything by His leave, 
after forty-odd nights...” then he 
mentioned a similar Haditji (as 
no. 6728). 



[6730] 5 - (2646) It was 

narrated from Anas bin Malik 
that the Prophet said: “Allah, 
Glorified and Exalted is He, has 
appointed an angel over the 
womb, and he says: ‘O Lord, a 
Nutfah (sperm drop); O Lord, an 
‘Alaqah; O Lord, a MudghahP 
Then when Allah wants to decree 
the (final stage of) his creation, 
the angel says: ‘O Lord, male or 
female? Miserable or happy? 
What is his provision? What is 



4oljil & (...) LWY^] 

U wL>- . I J>- . >A /o. 1 1 I 

9 - ^ * 1* s > 0 is s 

<j* j 

I 4j2 JwL>- J^P C LJJflJ I I 

j ‘5=lt jld 

liil 3f» :«|t 4>l Ji 

jLL; M fti sr>i 1 S 1 c^l 

J t au I JiL ll^Jv 

j* 

* J. ^ f s£,' 

* ^ 

j*is (Y*ut)-o [ivr*] 

* m 

Slip £5-P : ^ 

j# 

a ^ ^ f > e -I * o" > ' o' * °i 

^j£> j>*J I ^jJ 4JU 1 *Ai*P U-!wL>- ! Juj jjJ 1 

t $ S' 

: Jli aj I ^ jj-j I 

t ISCL J5 j jJ [Jl>- j ^p] il 

1 l AaIp ! J j ^1 c Ajilu h >j ij} 

LiL- ol 4 I) 1 ^Ijl I 3 I 5 t j 

?j5f jt ^ it : JiUJI Jli : Jli 



The Book Of Al-Qadr 



20 






his lifespan?’ And that is written 
in the womb of his mother.” 



[6731] 6 - (2647) It was 

narrated that ‘All said: “We were 
at a funeral in Baqf Al-Gharqad, 
and the Messenger of Allah s|| 
came to us. He sat down and we 
sat down around him. He had a 
stick, and he looked down at the 
ground, and started to scratch the 
ground with the stick, then he 
said: ‘There is no one among you, 
no living soul, but Allah has 
decreed his place in Paradise or 
the Fire, and it has been decreed 
whether he is miserable or happy.’ 
A man said: ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, shouldn’t we rely on our 
destiny and stop striving?’ He said: 
‘Whoever is one of the happy, he 
will find himself doing the deeds 
of the happy, and whoever is one 
of the miserable, he will find 
himself doing the deeds of them 
miserable.’ He said: ‘Do good 
deeds, for everyone is helped (to 
do their deeds). The happy are 
helped to do the deeds of the 
happy, and the miserable are 
helped to do the deeds of the 
miserable.’ Then he recited: ‘As 
for him who gives (in charity) 
and keeps his duty to Allah and 
fears Him, and believes in Al 
Husna; We will make smooth for 
him the path of ease (goodness). 
But he who is greedy miser and 
thinks himself self sufficient and 
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